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the pnrtH on both sides of llie Channel were opened lo free commercial iiHercour.se on loth May 1787.
I'ilt undoubtedly erred in proclaiming his conviction that the treaty was more advantageous lo (Jreal Urilain than to Fnincu. JIo clinched his triumph in I'arliiwK'nL, bnl lie imperilled the treaty; and it is n<iteworlhy that he made that slatrinenl after Kden had warned him not to do HO.' It was a weakness of which he was rarely guilty. The French negotiators luul often pointed out that they were: running a great risk nf inflicting much harm on their indtiNlries, This was sober iruth. Indeed, their general aequieaccnce In I'itl'.s requc.sls has always been n pux/lc; fur the belief of Vergcnne.s In l-'rec Trnrlc was not shared by the oilier Miniate™, except perhaps by Calonne; and ll was certain that the mnmifaclurcr.s of Jtoucn, Amien.i, and I.illc would cry out against the sudden change from prohibition lo a 13 per cent, duty on textiles.
Daniel Hailes sol himself In solve the riddle for the .sails-faction of the ever iliMrnsLful Carmarthen, who, on aylh Sept-einber ]/•%, wrote to him privately: "our .'inspidons of the good faith and friendly professions of Fiance hi political mittterN ouglil In lie in r,xm I proportion to the facility »lie may have evinced npim inallrrs purely ruimnrirliil." lie further sug-ge-.ted thut her aim was pi-ilups to .sever »uir good relations with Slates with which we had political and connnerciid lirs,' Ilailes, dtuihilfss laliingln'H cur from his chirf, thereupon sought to find mil Ihc motives wliich had inllueni-'ed iho J'Vcnt'h MinUlry, nml Hummed up bin cmicluhlonH In « long repnrl. It Ki'vc.t nn Interesting but «otncwlm( jnunrliccd account of JiiTniru In that very critical year 1786- the year of the Diamond Necklace acandai tint! of the decision to convolto the Chamber of Notables for the rectification of abuses ioo cleep-HGnled for Louis XVI to uproot. The reporl Is ton long to quote here except In Its moat imporlant pas.iage; bul we may ghmce at Jta Kalirnl features. IlnllrH poinlc-'l nut that I-'rance Mdllercd nearly MS much ta 1-itigland from the late war, which left her with a National Debt almost exactly equal to that of her rival; nlflti that the hopes uf Frenchmen to gain the trade of the United Slates had hern blighted. The Court of Versailles had, moreover, not exercised " llie wise management of venalily and the
1 Pitt M.S.S., (in.   Kilcn fa I'Ut, (3tlt April f;S(l. - " I-', ll.," Kruntc, 18.3;t tlcfcntU lilo hem un dip K"-untl llmi ))iofi;ir(.)i/i«l l-'r/int-o mis the enemy of
I'ilt, we may note, hutl Nought Ui takf a fir*l %lep tuwnnli Ihr
